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Applicants respectfully request reconsideration oftbc present case in view of the above 
amendments and the following remarks. 

Claims 2-4. U-|4,and 1 6 have been canceled. Claim 23 has been added. Claims 1.5- 
1 2. '5, 17-21, and 23 »ro currently pending. Claims 1 7-2 1 have been withdrawn from 
consideration. China I. 5. K 10, ami ,5 have been amended. No new matter has been inserted. 
Support for the amendment orclahn I can be found in claims 2-4. Claims 5. 8. ami 10 were 
«mply amended for clarification. Support for the amendment of claim 15 can be found in claim 
16. Support for new claim 2.1 can be found in the specification at least at pa M e 5, lines 22-23. 

LULSiujieasi 

Claims 1-3. 10. 1 1 and 15 were rejected under 35 U.S.C 102(b) as bcinft anticipated by 
British P, wm , ,598,8^3, previously cited. Applicant!, respectfully traverse this rejection. 

While not conceding the corrector of Examiner's rejection., claim 1 has been amended 
io include (he litmtatio^ of claim 4. As claim 4 W0B not subject to this rejection, this rejection 
ha* been ohviated a S applied to claim I. Claim, 2-3 have been canceled. Claims 1 0 and 1 1 « 
dependent on claim I. 

Also, claim 1 5 has been amended to include the limitations orclaim 16. As claim 16 was 
not subject to this rcjcciion. this rejection has been obviated ca applied i„ claim 15. 

For hi least these reasons. Applicants assert thai claims 1 , 10. II . and 15 are not 
amkiptfnd by British Patent 1 ,5«;s,843. Applicants respectfully request that this rejeclion h, 

withdrawn. 

Claims 1.3, , 0 and 15 were rejected -ndcr 35 U.S.C. 102(b) aa anticipated by Mochizuki. 
US 4,753,489. newly cited. Applicants respectfully traverse this nation. 

While not conceding the correctness oflixamincr's rcjcciion. claim 1 has been amended 
lo include the limitation, of claim 4. As claim 4 was not object to this rejection, this rejection 
has been obviated as applied to ehim 1. Claims 2-3 have boon canceled. Claim 10 is dependent 

on claim L 
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Also, claim 15 has been amended to include the limitations of cWm 16. As claim If, was 
not subject to this taction, this rcjeclion has been obviated i)S applied to claim 1 5. 

For at feast Ihrsc reasons. Applicant* assert that claims j . 10. 1 1, and 15 arc not 
anticipated by Mochfcuki. Applicants respectfully request that lhis roject hc withcIrilwn 

Claim 1 2 was rejected under 35 U AC. 103(a) » being unpatentable over British Patent 
1 -59S.S43 and Schneider « al.. US 3.083.876. previously cited. Applicant resentfully travel 
this rejection. 

Claim 1 requires "additional material, the additional material hrin B attached to the bug 
adjacent to (he handle, thereby incfea 3 i„ y the strength of rhc bag adjacent to Ihe handle". 
Applicants assert that this fean.ro is not disclosed or suited by the combina.ion of British 
Patent 1,598.843 and Schneider. Therefore, claim 1 i s no. .suggested by British Patent I.5W.S43 
and Schneider. As claim 12 is dependent on claim I, it is also not suited. Applicants 
respectfully request that this rejection be withdrawn. 

Claims 4-7 and 16 won rejected under 33 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over 
Mochizuki and Onisai, /apanese Patent 0023955. p^sly cited. Applied respectfully 
traverse this rejection. 

The Examiner al lege., that "Onishi discloses that it is known to provide additional 
materia] and a ring to nr. analogous handling hole." However, Applicants point out that the 
handle 13 shown by On>,hi does not provide additional material. Nor in there any indication that 
the handle L> of Oniahi has increased strength as a resil , t of additional material. Therefore. 
Onishi faib I0 tench or suggest -additional material, the additional materia! being attached to lite- 
ba E adjacent to the handle, thereby increasing the strength of the bag adjacent to the handle" as 
required by claim I. As the Examiner concedes that MoehiaiM also lacks this feature, (he 
combination of Mochizulci and Onishi fails to teach or suggest the invention of claim I. 
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Moreover, Applicants assert there is no motivation to combine Mochizulci and Onishi. 
Applet, point out that "the prior art must .suggest the desirability of the claimed invention." 
See MPEP § 2143.01 Also, the teeing nr suggestion to make the claimed combination must 
be found in the prior art, not in applicant disclosure. See MPFP § 2143: /;, ra Vaeck, 947 V.2<\ 
48fl (Fed. Cir. 1991). Applicants assert thut neither Mochizuki nor Onishi suggest the 
desirability of Additional material, the additional material being attached to the bag odjacou to 
the handk thereby increasing the strength of the bat; adjncenr to the handle" a. required by 
claim 1. Therefore, (bore is no motivation to combine Mochi/uki and Onishi. For a. least these 
reasons, applicants respectfully request that this rejection be withdrawn. 

Claims 1-3. 8-?<). 13 and 14 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Myfcol, US 1,897,438. previously cited, and British Patent 1,598,843. Applicants 
respectfully traverse this rejection. 

While not oonctfdinc Ac correctness of Examiner's rejection, claim I hns been amended 
to include in, limitations of claim 4. As claim 4 was not auhjem to this rejection, Ibis rejection 

been obviated as appiicd lodaim I. Claims 2-3 and 1 3. 1 4 have been canceled. Claims 8-10 
are dependent on claim I . Accordingly, Applicant assert that claims I and $-1 0 are not 
suggested by the combination of Mykol and British Patent 1 ,598.843. Applicants respectfully 
request that this rejection be withdrawn. 

Claims 1, 14 were rejected under 103 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over 

Burbridgc.US42].ir 1 0 fP ™ S |ycitcd,andBriti 9 hPut C ntl.598.S43. Applicants respectfully 
traverse this rejection. 

While not conceding the correctness of Examines rejection, claim ! has been amend*! 
•o include the limitation, ofciaim 4. As claim 4 w as not subject to this rejection, this rejection 
lias been obvialnrf .is applied to claim 1. Claims 13-14 have heen canceled. Accordingly, 
Applicants assert that claim I is not suited by the combination of Burbridgc and British • 
Patent 1,598.843. Applicants respectfully request that this rejection hr. withdrawn, 
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Summary 

In view of the above amendments and remarks. Applicant ittpoeUbUy revests a Notice 
of Allownea ff the HJ«miner believes , telephone conference would adv. wc the p^ution 
of** application, <h«: E^niner is invited to telephone the n.ulersigned at .he below-iistcd 

telephone number. 

Respectfully submitted. 
Date 



MEDkf 



Mark K, Dcffiicr" 
Reg. No. 55.103 
Merchant A Gould P,C. 
P. O. Rox 2903 

Minneapolis, MN 55402-0903 
(612) 332-5300 



23552 

rATcnriftAinuttK rtrmii 
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